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Hello, fellowmembers
of the Northarvest Bean
Growers Association,

I wish you a happy
spring, and I hope this
letter finds you in good
spirits. It’s nice to finally
be seeing some spring;
I hope yours will be a
cooperative one since
planting is just around
the corner. Before I go
into this Spring 2025
issue, I’d like to thank
you for your support and
dedication to growing

dry beans. We’re grateful for your efforts, and we’ll
keep doing our best to support our fellow growers
with ours.

As usual, our partners at Agweek do a great
job covering a great deal in this issue of
Northarvest BeanGrower. One of the people
highlighted in this edition is Cindy Brown,
whose career with Chippewa Valley Bean and a
lifetime's work on behalf of our industry should
be commended. Cindy has traveled the world
to try to make inroads overseas for beans.
You can read about her contributions in these
pages, and NBGA wishes Cindy all the best in her
well-earned retirement.

Some of our NBGA growers have been traveling
internationally on behalf of the industry in recent
months as well; Dubai, the Netherlands, Jamaica,
and Portugal among other stops. Those trade
missions will be covered in these pages, and
those advocacy trips can be game changers when
it comes to bean sales internationally.

Eric Jorgenson
President, Northarvest
Bean Growers
Association

FROM THE PRESIDENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

Wishes for a
happy, safe
spring and more
good work on
behalf of bean
growers
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Josh Ihry has finished his service to
the North Dakota Dry Bean Council
after serving three consecutive
three-year terms.

The Hope, North Dakota, dry bean farmer
was elected to the council in 2016 and
served on it for the next nine years.
Ihry, who farms with his father-in-law,
annually grows from 1,000 to 1,800
acres of small, red beans. In the past
he also has raised pinto, navy and black
turtle beans.

Ihry served on several committees during
his terms, including policy, leadership and
crop insurance.

One of Ihry’s most important
accomplishments as a committee
member was his work on changes in the
federal crop insurance policy that would
provide better insurance benefits for dry
bean producers. For example, Ihry played
a role in changing the way enterprise units
were defined. Before 2022, crop insurance
enterprise units comprised the total of all
dry beans a farmer grew, rather than for
each separate class he or she raised.

In 2022, federal crop insurance began
allowing enterprise and division by type for
dry beans and dry peas, which prevents
a gain on one type of crop from having
an impact on an indemnity for a loss on
another type.

For example, during a wet spring, if a
farmer planted navy beans that produced
a good crop, but pinto beans that were
damaged by weather and yielded poorly,

the loss of the latter wouldn’t affect
the former.

“That’s something I’m quite proud of,”
Ihry said.

Besides the work on crop insurance, Ihry
also helped get dry beans included in the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
2, which provided funding for farmers
who faced disruption marketing their
2020 crop.

Membership in organizations such as the
North Dakota Dry Bean Council is a way
that growers can influence policy change
and improve growers’ playing field, Ihry
said. Besides the council, he has been a
member of the local school board, water
board and church board.

Ihry’s advice to someone considering
running for a board position is to do so for
the “greater good.”

“Don’t always look at your individual
situation. Do what’s best for everyone. Go
out and talk to producers — and listen,”
Ihry said.

Ihry wraps up service with
North Dakota Dry Bean Council

Josh Ihry
Contributed / NBGA

Krause retires from Minnesota Dry Bean
Research and Promotion Council

NormKrause has retired from the
MinnesotaDryBeanResearch and
PromotionCouncil after serving since 2010.
He representedArea 2 on the council and
also served as treasurer.

Krause, grew irrigatedwhite kidney,
light red kidney, dark red kidney, black
beans, corn, barley and hay near Staples,
Minnesota. His son, Jon, anddaughter-in-
law, Samantha, have transitioned into the
farming operation.

Krause served as the chair of the
Northarvest BeanGrowersAssociation
ResearchCommittee,which chooses
research projects to support that can

improve dry beanproduction andmarketing.
Because there is little private sector
research ondry beans, using checkoff
dollars to support the improved growing
and selling of beans has been a vital role
for theNBGA, aswell as theMinnesota and
NorthDakota councils. Krause also served
on thePolicy andNominatingCommittee,
LegislativeCommittee, Crop Insurance
Committee, andPromotionCommittee.

Krause representedNortharvest on the
University ofMinnesotaAgricultural
Research, Education, Extension and
Technology Transfer ProgramBoard and
on theAgriculture Fertilizer Research and
EducationCouncil. He also has served

on a variety of other boards related to
agriculture and rural life.

Krause also participated in trade tours
during his timewith theMinnesotaDryBean
Research andPromotionCouncil, including
traveling toSouthAmerica during the 2024
growing season to get afirsthand look at
Argentina's dry beanproduction. After the
tour, he expressed his appreciation for the
work done around theworld by trade teams.

“It's to better understandworld production,
where the opportunities are andwhere
someof the surplusesmay result if there's
overproduction anywhere in theworld,” he
said.
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yme® in 2018, it
has consistently brought me 200-300
or even more pounds per acre on my
navy beans. Great ROI and easy to use
without having to worry about tank
mixing when adding to your starter
program."

Brian: Reynolds, ND

The Biological Tool You’ve Been Looking ForThe Biological Tool You’ve Been Looking For

"I started using AgZy
h i l b

®

"I have never seen beans like this
on the farm, came up quick and
strong."

Jeff: Ramsey County, ND

®ControlControl

Grand Forks, NDGrand Forks, ND

Biologicals to Drive Performance onYour FarmBiologicals to Drive Performance onYour Farm
Start Today!Start Today!

(888) 388-1131 or sales@agconcepts.com(888) 388-1131 or sales@agconcepts.com

www.agconcepts.comwww.agconcepts.com
Proudly madeProudly made

in the USAin the USA

FoundedFounded
19861986

"Our navy beans with AgZyme have been a trifoliate ahead of the control three
years running and right around 300lbs more per acre. AgZyme works!"

Larry: Thompson, ND



North Dakota and Minnesota Ag in the
Classroom programs bring information
to the table about edible beans and other
commodities in their states.

The state programs are part of National
Agriculture in the Classroom, which
provides lesson plans to teachers in
grades kindergarten to 12 that can be
incorporated into their curriculums, North
Dakota and Minnesota Ag in the Classroom
program leaders told farmers who attended
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
Bean Day on Jan. 17, 2025.

In 2023, Agriculture in the Classroom
state and territory programs trained
22,900 teachers in agricultural literacy and
reached 2.7 million students.

Heather Lang, North Dakota Agriculture
Department ag business development
coordinator, leads the North Dakota Ag
in the Classroom program. The North
Dakota Agriculture Commissioner’s budget
includes about $100,000 per biennium to
develop and conduct programs.

Lang is looking forward to coordinating the
North Dakota Ag in the Classroom program,
which, in the past, was done by members of
commodity organizations.

“I’m very passionate about seeing this
program thrive,” Lang said.

North Dakota Ag in the Classroom has
free resources for teachers that include
professional development, Ag in the
Classroom grants and Ag Mag, a digital
and interactive eight-pagemagazine for
third-fourth- and fifth grade students that
focuses on agricultural topics.

“That has been a great resource, North
Dakota Ag Mag,” Lang said

NorthDakotaAgMag issues include
information on topics, such as agricultural
history, profiles of people in the agricultural
industry and commodities. A past issue, for
example, highlighted pulses, including edible
beans, giving information that included
the classes, production, processing and
marketing of the commodity.

North Dakota Ag in the Classroom's many activities include "Garden in a Glove," in which
students can grow their own garden in a glove. Heather Lang, Agriculture Business
Development Coordinator for the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, said pinto
beans often are used in the activity. Contributed / Heather Lang

Northarvest Bean Growers Association has
'a place at the table' in ag ed programs By Ann Bailey

Ag in the Classroom

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Buyers of Navy
Pintos - Satellite for Central Valley Bean

Thompsons USA Limited
41703 US Hwy.2SW|P.O. Box374|East Grand Forks, Minnesota 56721

Office: 218-773-8834
Email: jvrolyk@theandersons.com



Meanwhile, in Minnesota, an Ag
Mag issue featured specialty
crops, including edible beans,
highlighting where the crop
is grown.

Lang and Ann Marie Ward,
Minnesota Ag in the Classroom
Foundation director, also travel
to commodity organization
events, such as Bean Day,
to share information about
their programs.

Jennifer Hanson, Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
finance director, has been an
important part of the Ag in
the Classroom programs in
Minnesota and North Dakota,
Lang said.

“Thank you, Jennifer, for all
of your work and passion,”
she said.

One of the ways Hansen
prompts Ag in the Classroom is
to travel with other Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
leaders and board members
to North Dakota Living Ag
Classroom events, held in
late January through March
in several cities across the
state to teach students about
edible beans.

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom
also highlights edible beans
in other ways, such as hosting
professional development
sessions with teachers over
Zoom. In January 2024, for
example, teachers learned
about where edible beans are
grown in Minnesota, how they
are produced and how they are
used across the globe.

Northarvest Bean Growers
Association, which has
been working with Ag in the
Classroom for 36 years, will be
represented this summer at
the National Agriculture in the
Classroom conference, which
will be held June 23-25, 2025, in
Minneapolis, Ward said.

“I can tell you Northarvest has a
place at the table,” she said.

The farmers who are members
of Northarvest Bean Growers
Association also can share
information about Ag in the
Classroom as individuals. The
National Ag in the Classroom
website has agricultural facts
on all 50 states and links to
each state’s program.

“If you do nothing else in the
years ahead, tell one person
about Ag in the Classroom,"
Ward told the farmers attending
Bean Day.

Ward also encouraged farmers
to complete agriculture
censuses because they provide
accurate information that Ag in
the Classroom can use to teach
young people about agriculture.

Farmers also have an
opportunity to host farm camps
or conduct tours of their farms
and demonstrate to them how
they produce their crops.

“You need to talk about your
industry,” she said. “It makes
a difference when you share
your story, share your passion,”
Ward said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

You need to talk about your industry.
It makes a difference when you share

your story, share your passion.
—Ann MarieWard
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701-847-2622

...
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Site Contact: Andrew Dusek
701-352-0407

...
Edinburg Farmers Elevator

Edinburg, ND
Manager: Mike Syrup

701-933-8421

Alliance Valley Bean, LLC
3792 Elevator Road, PO Box 566

Larimore, ND 58251
Manager: Jake Hemmingsen

jhemmingsen@alliancevalleybean.com
701-343-6363

Alliance Black Bean Receiving Stations:
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Studies by USDA's Agricultural Research
Service show that certain dry bean
varieties are an important source of
bioavailable dietary iron.

That’s a significant finding because the
percentage of people in the United States
who have iron deficiency has risen to
14%, said Raymond Glahn, a USDA-ARS
research physiologist at Cornell University

in Ithaca, New York.
Children and women
of childbearing
age are especially
vulnerable to being
iron deficient, Glahn
noted. Iron plays
a central role in
humanmetabolism
and growth so
it is especially
important for the
latter two groups,

according to the USDA-ARS Under the
Microscope website.

Iron, which is an essential micronutrient,
plays a large role in people’s health, in
general. It is a necessary component of
hemoglobin andmyoglobin, blood proteins
that transfer oxygen from the lungs to
tissues. It also is necessary for physical
growth and neurological development and
cellular function and is a critical element
for synthesis of some hormones, the
website said.

But even if foods are high in iron, it doesn’t
mean that people’s bodies can access
it and use it. It’s important that the iron
is bioavailable, which means that the
micronutrient can be absorbed and used in
iron metabolism.

Dry beans, which are consumed by people
across the globe, are part of many food
systems, affordable and nutrient dense.
That means that bean breeding and
consumer education have the potential to
reduce iron deficiency, Glahn said.

Classes of dry bean that are excellent
sources of dietary iron include great
northern, which is a white bean, and slow-
darkening pinto beans, both which are
grown in North Dakota and Minnesota.

Meanwhile, Manteca, a yellowbean variety
that Glahn andKarenCichy, aUSDA-ARSdry
beanbreeder atMichiganStateUniversity in
East Lansing, developed and released, also
is a fast cooking legume that can behigh
in bioavailable iron. TheYellowjacket and
HoneycombManteca varieties, released in
2024,weremultiplied at foundation seed
plots.MoreManteca varieties that are even
better for iron nutrition are in the breeding
pipeline, Glahn said.

Research shows classes
of dry beans with most
bioavailable iron By Ann Bailey

Some classes of dry beans — including the pinto beans used tomake this Traditional
Brazilian Beans recipe — are significant sources of bioavailable iron.
Courtesy / North Dakota State University

Bioavailable Iron

Raymond Glahn
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ContactUs Today!
Oslo 218-695-3040

Petersburg 701-345-8264

Competitive Prices: Get the
best value for your edible
beans.

 Save Time&Transport
Costs:With receiving
stations in Petersburg,
Oslo, Sharon, Angus, Borup,
Cavalier, Doyon, Tolna,
Garske,Webster, Nash, and
Hamilton, you can cut both
costs and time.

 Prompt Payment:We
believe in timely payments
to keep your business
moving.

 Fair Grading: Trust in our
transparent and honest
grading process.

Your Success, Our
Commitment: American
Bean is dedicated to
helping youmarket your
edible beans effectively.



Andy andEchoHacker serve on the
leadership team forBonanzaBean,with
Andymanaging procurement andEcho
running international sales. The husband and
wifeworkwell together on trademissions,
including two recent ones.

BonanzaBean, based inMorris, Minnesota, is
privately ownedby 17 different investors and
originates dark red kidney beans, light red
kidney beans, black beans, pinto beans, and
somewhite kidney beans.

"It's a huge advantage," AndyHacker said of
workingwith hiswife. "We think alike, and
whenwe're portrayingNortharvest (Bean
GrowersAssociation), orNorthCentral
BeanDealers andbean growers,wehave
the samemindset, andwe're promoting the
same things."

He said themessaging they relay is the
region's "top notch" food safety programsand
beanquality.

"Weare trying to simply get you the best
beans that you canbuy, at a great value," he
said. "When youhave a husband andwife
team, that's pretty pivotal, becauseweare
speaking the same language."

Spain, Portugal andMorocco
This pastNovember, Hackerswere part of
amarket development and trademission
trip to Spain, Portugal, andMoroccowith
theGreat Lakes&St. LawrenceGovernors
&Premiers, on behalf ofNortharvest Bean
GrowersAssociation.

In Spain andPortugal, the groupmetwith
buyerswhowere already buying the types
of beans that BonanzaBean supplies to the
industry, Hacker said.

"Wemetwith customers thatwould buy
kidney beans andpinto beans,mostly,"
Hacker said. "I'd say the biggestwantwas
dark red kidney beans in Spain andPortugal.
They already buy a good sized quantity from
theU.S."

He said the tripwasmostly about identifying
existing customers but alsofinding some
newones. Hacker said therewas a demand
for dark red kidney beans after aworldwide
shortage from last year's crop.

"Argentina crop failure, theU.S. plantings
were down—caused a little bit of a need for
dark red kidneys, so everybodywas asking for
them," Hacker said.

Hacker calledMorocco an emergingmarket
for American dry beans.

"When you look at the shelves (inMorocco),
there are probably someFrench customers
we're alreadyworkingwith in theU.S., but
in themarketplaces, therewere a lot of
white beans thatwere coming fromEgypt,"
he said. "Therewasn't really any dark reds
in there, and I didn't see hardly any black or
kidney beans."

Dubai
Hacker and his wife were also at this
year's Gulfood Show in Dubai. His biggest

takeaway was the step up in international
competition for dry beans.

"There's a lot of other countries that have
been setting up big booths for dry beans,"
Hacker said of the show. "You're seeing
Canada, Argentina, Brazil. There's a lot
of places that are are trying to pump up
the bean industries in their countries, so
there's going to be a lot of competition on
that side, I think, for the U.S."

Hacker said the U.S. still has the best
quality dry beans and food safety
standards, but the attention to
industries from different countries will
be a challenge in the future as far as
market competition.

"There's a large interest in buyers from
Pakistan, India, Australia, China," Hacker
said. "Other countries are really boosting
bean production and just doing a lot of
marketing, and they're just promoting
themselves really well, and my hope is
we're not getting behind in the U.S."

Husband and wife team "speak the same
message" in marketing U.S. dry beans

Marketing

Andy and Echo Hacker and Dan Schaefer of Bonanza Bean. Contributed / Bonanza Bean
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Since the Dominican Republic-Central
America Free Trade Agreement kicked off
in 2007, agricultural export dollars to that
region from the United States jumped 126%
from about $1 billion in 2007 to more than
$2 billion in 2024. The schedule called for
the elimination of all tariffs on U.S. exports
to the Dominican Republic as of Jan. 1,
2025. Dry beans are an important part of
that overall trade.

A market development trademission
sanctioned by the U.S. Dry Bean Council
to the Dominican Republic and Jamaica
by dry bean industry members sought to
continue to strengthen that market. The
results were swift during the Feb. 10-15
visit, according to Greg Ackerman of the
Michigan Bean Commission.

“Wemet with some customers who were
having issues obtaining permits to release
containers of products from us,” Ackerman
explained. “We were able to meet with
(Foreign Agricultural Service) and help get
the product moving. Remember, beans are
a perishable product, so we don't like to see
them parked in that environment.”

Import permit delays from the Dominican
Ministry of Agriculture posed a significant
challenge to some buyers.

Joining Ackerman on themission was
David Scholand, bean dealer from Central
Valley Bean in North Dakota; Jay Ewald,
a Colorado bean dealer at Northern Feed
and Bean; and Jose Barrios Turk, a U.S. Dry
Bean Council representative.

The teamwanted to show appreciation to
the trade relationship that had been built
up over the years and wanted to ensure
their product wasmaking it to the buyers
in a timely fashion so they were getting

the best quality. Continuing to monitor the
container issue is important to Ackerman
and the rest of the U.S. dry bean sector.

“The Caribbean region is an important
market for U.S. dry beans,” Ackerman
added. “We currently have open trade
with them, which is important in today's
trade environment. They also prefer our
beans, and we provide the best quality
available anywhere in the world. Our
growers and processors are onboard to
provide the highest quality beans with
the most stringent food safety standards
known today.”

One buyer, Casa Chepe, noted the
challenges of storing beans in the

Dominican Republic without refrigeration.
This is a growing challenge as
temperatures rise. He emphasized that the
higher quality beans can handle storage
better and hold coloration. Both make for a
muchmore valuable bean.

Ackerman represents Michigan bean
growers who produce over 400million
pounds of edible beans annually, the
second-largest producer of total dry
beans in the nation, trailing only North
Dakota. Michigan leads the country in the
production of organic beans.

Visit to Caribbean region sought
to make strong trade stronger
for dry bean industry By Michael Johnson

Caribbean

The trademission to the Dominican Republic included visits to retail stores and
storage facilities where U.S. beansmake their way to consumers
Contributed / U.S. Dry Bean Council
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With uncertainties building in other
markets, it’s all the more important to
ensure relationships are maintained where
trade remains free.

“Maintaining our relationship with countries
like this is paramount today,” he said.

TheDominicanRepublic is the largest
economy in theCaribbean and the seventh-
largest economy in Latin America, according
to theUSDA. TheDominicanRepublic is
the 14th-largest export destination forU.S.
agricultural products, importing $2.2 billion
in 2024, a 6% increase from2023.

Regarding U.S. pulses exports, the United
States exported from September 2023 to
August 2024, $53.87 million worth of dried
beans in 2024, a 10% increase over the
previous year.

Themajority of the pinto and black
beans imported there come from the
United States.

Jamaica isalsoasignificant importerofdry
beans,particularly small redbeans,with the
UnitedStatesbeingamajor supplier. TheU.S.
exported fromSeptember 2023 toAugust
2024$4.46millionworthofdriedbeans to
Jamaica, an 11% increasecompared to the
previousyear.

Challenges persist with Jamaica as the
U.S. must compete with duty-free
Caribbean counterparts. Jamaica has a
free trade agreement with Caribbean
countries but places large tariffs on U.S.
imports, bringing cost challenges.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

U.S. agriculture exports to the Dominican Republic have increased 126% since 2007.
Courtesy / U.S. Census Bureau
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Michigan Crop
Improvement Association

BLACK PEARL
• Upright Short Vine, Erect Growth Habit, Suitable for Direct Harvest.
• Mid season maturity averaging 97 days after planting.
• Resistant to Anthracnose.
• Very Efficient Dry Down.
• Possesses Elite Canning Quality and Color Retention preferred by End Users.

For more information: Contact Michigan Crop Improvement today!

517-332-3546 | Lansing MI 48909 | www.michcrop.com



Other dry bean classes have nutritional
value, but are low in bioavailable iron, he
said. For example, black beans are low
in bioavailable iron but are good sources
of antioxidants.

Besides showing which dry bean varieties
have the greatest amounts of bioavailable
iron, the research also found that canning
significantly increased the bioavailability,
especially for great northern beans and
possibly some red beans, Glahn said.
Canning did not raise the bioavailability of
black beans.

Besides canned beans, bean pasta that is
made fromwhite or yellow beans is a good
source of bioavailable iron. Great northern
bean puree added to recipes, such as
corn muffins and infant cereals, is a way
to enhance delivery of bioavailable iron,
Glahn said.

The research findings have potential to
give farmers who grow the varieties with
high iron bioavailability a marketing edge
resulting from increased demand, he said.

Food companies, meanwhile, can put
information on the labels of the cans
of classes that have bioavailability
proclaiming that because they have the
research to back it. Dry bean organizations
and individuals also can put on their web

sites information about the bioavailability
of certain classes of dry beans.

“I think we’re making a lot of progress. It’s
not just experiments. It’s a body of work
and a body of evidence,” Glahn said.

Rotini pasta madewith yellow
Manteca bean flour that allows
for better iron absorption.
Stephen Ausmus / USDA-ARS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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Farmers who attended Northarvest
Bean Growers Association Bean Day in
Fargo, North Dakota, learned from three
company representatives about a variety of
equipment that is available to harvest their
edible bean crops.

Brady Olson, Pickett Equipment North
American sales representative; Marco
Barboza, Columbia North America branch
manager; and Haley Buchholz, Butler
Machinery Co. agriculture company
accounts manager, gave presentations
about their companies' harvest equipment
and innovations that will improve the
machines’ efficiency.

Pickett Equpment’s Twin Master, a high-
capacity combine, has features that
include — besides twin bucket elevators,
twin vacuum system, twin straw discharge
ports and twin central flow threshing
cylinders — a heavy-duty drive train,
detachable header system and in-cab Ag
Cam and touchscreenmonitor system. The
touchscreen system also controls the pick-
up head, on-off switch and speed control.

Themonitoring system, introduced in 2023,
gives the combine operator the ability to
reverse plugs in the header from amonitor
inside the cab of the combine, reducing a
20- to 30-minute manual job that required

being outside the cab to a few seconds,
Olson said.

Pickett Equipment’s Masters series
combines, introduced 25 years ago in North
America, also includes the Double Master
Plus and Single Master. The Double Master,
as the name implies, has a double rotor and
the Single Master, a single rotor.

None of the equipment is “worth a
dang” without education about how to
properly operate it, Olson said. Farmers
who aren’t familiar with the operation of
Pickett Equipment should research when
the company’s dealerships are hosting

educational sessions on the equipments’
operation and attend them, he said.

Colombo North America, which arrived on
the continent in 2006, has two units, one
for machinery and one for parts. Colombo,
North America, was established in Adel,
Georgia, to provide commercial, logistical
and technical support for customers
and dealers.

Colombo North America’s first Avanti
combine, used to harvest peanuts, was
sold in North America in 2022.

Colombo North American sells its
equipment across the United States,
including Titan Machinery dealerships
in North Dakota and Minnesota. The
Pindorama, Brazil-basedmanufacturer now
sells Double Master IV EVO, an edible bean
harvester and thresher; Twin Master Bean
Combine, a bean harvester andWinflex
Draper CW 40, a bean cutting platform.

Features of the company’s Twin Master,
an improved version of the Double
Master, include amulti-directional
header, increased processing capacity
and an auger with enhanced durability
and lifespan.

Bean Day panel gives the scoop
on new combine options By Ann Bailey

Combines

Picket Equipment's Twin Master edible
bean combine Courtesy / Picket Equipment
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Butler Machinery, founded
70 years ago in Fargo, North
Dakota, and its division Butler
Ag Equipment have locations
in North Dakota, South
Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska
and Montana.

Butler Machinery sells Fendt
Ideal and Gleaner combines.
There are four models of
Ideal combine, ranging in
horsepower from 476 to 779.
Gleaner combines The S9 Super
Series combines features
include 390 bushel grain bin
capacity, a two-stage cleaning
process and low loss levels.
The Gleaner T series, which will
be available in 2024 includes
the features of lightweight
performance, efficient fuel
usage and increased reliability.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

The Colombo North America Twin Master bean combine Courtesy / Colombo North America
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MENOMINEE, Wis. — Cindy Brown,
Chippewa Valley Bean Co. president and
CEO, retired in March 2025 after a 42-year
career with the Menominee kidney bean
processor and exporter.

Brown began working for the family-owned
company in 1982, nine years after her
father, Russell, founded it. Chippewa Valley
Bean Co. processes and exports dark red,
light red, white and organic dark red kidney
beans frommore than 100 family farms.

Brown helped develop the international
side of the business, which now exports
to about 25 countries across the world.
Chippewa Valley Bean is the largest
kidney bean processor and exporter in
North America.

Brown became president and CEO of
Chippewa Valley Bean Co. in 2011 when her
father retired. Her goal for that position
was to perform a service for both farmers
and buyers, she said.

“Our job is to make sure the revenue comes
back to both ends of the supply chain
because without revenue there’s no job
for us,” Brown said. “My job has really been
about managing relationships, “It’s been
interacting with growers and buyers, with
policy makers.”

Brown’s son, Charlie Wachsmuth, who
succeeded her as president and CEO after
her retirement on March 31, called the
past 13 years he’s worked with his mom, “a
good run.”

Wachsmuth was hired in 2012. Brown
worked hard to treat the company’s sellers
and buyers fairly and was even-tempered in
her dealings with them,Wachsmuth said.

“She finds a solution to make people
happy,” he said. “She has a skill set that is
extremely powerful. Shemade everybody
she worked with feel important.

“I can honestly say that I’ve learned from
the best,” Wachsmuth said.

“Her leadership has shown brightly to
all of us who have had the opportunity
to work with her in any capacity,” said
Mitch Coulter, Northarvest Bean Growers
Association executive director. “She grew
up in a farm family, so she understands
the needs of the farmers that she works
with, and I believe she carries that in her
work ethic as the leader of Chippewa Valley
Bean,” Coulter said.

Brown's leadership in the dry bean industry
has extended beyond Chippewa Valley Bean
property lines and the nearby farm fields
where she and her family raise the crop.
Besides being the head of Chippewa Valley
Bean Co. Brown was amember of and led
several industry organizations.

The 'Queen of Pulses' Cindy Brown retires
as CEO of Chippewa Valley Bean By Ann Bailey

Chippewa Valley Bean Co.

Cindy Brown Courtesy / Chippewa Valley Bean

She finds a
solution to make
people happy.

She has a skill set
that is extremely
powerful. She
made everybody
she worked with
feel important.
— Charlie Wachsmuth

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Brown has served as president of the U.S.
Dry Bean Council and president of the
Global Pulse Federation. Brownwas the
first female president of both organizations,
blazing the trail for all of the female leaders
who followed in her footsteps, he said.

“Cindy has been a lifelong champion for the
bean industry,” Coulter said.

Her work with the Global Pulse
Confederation earned her the honorary title
of “Queen of Pulses.”

“The Northarvest Bean Growers
Association wishes Cindy all of the best
in her retirement and we know her legacy
is strongly cemented in the example of
business standards she has set for the
United States dry edible bean industry,”
Coulter said.

Wachsmuth is grateful that he had
the opportunity to have worked with
his mother.

“I have some very big shoes to fill,” he said.
“It’s different because I am a son following
in mymother’s footsteps, and you don’t find
that very often in agriculture.”

Though Brown is retiring from her job as
Chippewa Valley Bean Co. president and
CEO, she intends to stay active in the
pulse industry and to mentor others and
share her knowledge on domestic and
international issues, including policy, that
are facing the industry.

Working for Chippewa Valley Bean Co. and
being involved in the dry bean industry has
been rewarding and Brown is grateful to
her parents for offering her the opportunity
to work in the family business.

“I’ve had a very wonderful career,” she said.
Though she officially is retired, Brown still
will be chair of the Chippewa Valley Bean
Co. board, she noted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Chippewa Valley Bean is in Menoninee, Wisconsin. Contributed / Chippewa Valley Bean
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The United Kingdom and the Netherlands
are central to Europe’s growing plant-based
industry. U.S. dry bean growers are hopeful
their beans can find a place in this region
and play a crucial role in that movement.

A group of U.S. dry bean industry members
visited the United Kingdom and the
Netherlands Feb. 8-14 to meet with key
stakeholders. It turned out to be a critically
timed trip as both sides were able to
discuss their current relations, build new
relationships and discuss the impact of
impending tariffs. Teammembers included
Matt Stawowy, Steele & Company; Eric
Samuelson, Northarvest Bean Growers
Association; Austin Chandonnet, Bayside
Best Beans; and Alexa Tonkovich, U.S. Dry

Bean Council representative in the United
Kingdom and European Union.

Samuelson, a bean grower near Crookston,
Minnesota, considered the trip valuable
and one he’d take again. He said the trip
showed the value of the federal Market
Access Program and Foreign Market
Development Programs available to the
U.S. Dry Bean Council and other U.S.
agricultural trade associations in sharing
the cost of overseas marketing and
promotional activities.

While the trip was a chance to renew
relationships between buyers and
sellers of beans, its timing wasmatched
with announcements by the Trump

administration of the return of tariffs on
steel imports. This was unsettling and a
topic of focus at many of the preceding
meetings for those involved.

Alexa Tonkovich, managing director of
LOTUS' Food and Drink Division, serves
as European representative for the U.S.
Dry Bean Council. She said the success
of the mission was in seeing an increased
willingness to source U.S. dry beans
compared to previous years. She added
that the timing of the meetings led to frank
discussions about potential tariffs on
U.S. dry beans coming into the EU and the
impact that will have on sales.

U.S. beans can play a key role in Europe's
blooming plant-based growth By Michael Johnson

US Dry Bean Council
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The group discussed how traders who
are not currently buying from the U.S. are
afraid to do so and risk exposure to tariffs
as high as 25%. Those currently sourcing
from the U.S. are also concerned that
contracted goods could be hit by tariffs.
Questions lingered about whether the
United Kingdomwould have exemptions
from the dispute, but details were cloudy at
the time.

With plenty of unknowns at hand, the group
focused on what they did know, which was
the quality of U.S. beans and their value to
the European countries.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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The power of beans was on full display in
this Albert Heijn XL store in Amsterdam.

Courtesy / U.S. Dry Bean Council
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DSWELDING
Hancock, MN • 320-287-0187

Specialty combine accessories that are proven for
harvesting dry beans including Kidney beans



In 2024, the U.S. exported $78,149,000
in dried beans to the European Union (up
1% year-over-year) and $17,804,000 to
the United Kingdom, up 48% year-over-
year. The top exports to both markets
are red kidney beans and navy beans.
The UK is a traditional bean-eating
market with "baked beans" and "beans on
toast" (products traditionally using navy
beans) being dietary staples. The EU
imports a significant volume of beans for
further processing (canning) as well as
consumption, according to Tonkovich.

To build on that strength, the group first
made a stop in London and were welcomed
by Julie Nicholson, U.S. Dry Bean Council
trade delegation to London. They heard
a discussion of the United Kingdom
market for dry beans. Later the group
met with several food suppliers, retailers

and producers, including Chelmar Foods,
Jumbo Foodmarkt, Albert Heijn, Princes,
Coroos and Kraft Heinz.

Overall, the group collectedmultiple
trade leads, received interest in reverse
trademission visits for 2025, and
provided nutritional and cost data to
interested parties.

The popularity of plant-based eating is
growing in this region. Some of that is
attributed to the trend toward eating
different cuisines like Mexican, Brazilian,
Indian, and others that rely heavily on
pulses. That is helping to diversify the
types of beans that Europeans consume,
Tonkovich said.

“The diversity of cuisine types growing
in popularity in Europe provides a great
opening for different types of beans,” she
said. “For example, Mexican and Brazilian

cuisines are increasingly popular, providing
an opening for pinto and black beans.”

While the opportunity is there, the bean
buyers need to have certainty in the
market. The U.S. lost significant market
share in both the UK and Europe due to
previously instated retaliatory tariffs.
The U.S. has gained a portion of that share
back in the past two years since the tariffs
were paused.

“There is concern among European buyers
that tariffs will be reinstated and they will
be forced to seek alternative suppliers,”
Tonkovich said.

It’s interactions like the trademissions,
which offer face-to-face interactions that
help both groups grow in understanding
and build strong trade relationships
moving forward.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Plant-based protein powder is part of the Green Boy Group's lineup. The business is based in the Netherlands and the U.S. and is
growing rapidly. Courtesy / U.S. Dry Bean Council
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Eric Samuelson, a Crookston, Minnesota,
dry bean farmer, is a member of the
Minnesota Agriculture and Rural
Leadership program’s 13th class.

Samuelson, a past president of
Northarvest Bean Growers Association,
is one of 30 men and women from across
rural Minnesota who are participating
in the program. Samuelson, who raises
navy beans on his farm near Crookston,
and other MARL 13 class members,
who include farmers, rural leaders and
agricultural business owners, began the
18-month class in August 2024.

The Minnesota
Agriculture and
Rural Leadership
program is
designed to
develop the
skills of its class
members so they
can maximize
their effectiveness
in local, state,
national and

international arenas, the MARL web
site said.

The MARL program was launched in
November 2000. Since then, 15 MARL
classes have been held.

Brad Schlosser, an alumnus from the
MARL class of 2022, administers the
program from his office at Southwest
Minnesota State University in Marshall.
Toby Spencer, University of Minnesota
leadership Extension specialist, is the
MARL program leader. Spencer is based

at the University of Minnesota Regional
office in Willmar. Schlosser and Spencer
work collaboratively on the MARL
program, which is known across the state
as the premier agricultural and rural
development program, the MARL web
site said.

Samuelson is the second board member
of Northarvest Bean Growers Association
to participate in the MARL program.
Cordell Huebsch, a New York Mills dry bean
grower and owner of Otter Berry Farm,
was the first board member to take part in
the program.

Northarvest Bean Growers Association
members decided they wanted to
implement an ongoing leadership training

program after they held strategic planning
sessions in 2022, said Mitch Coulter,
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
executive director. Themembers chose
the Minnesota Agriculture and Rural
Leadership Council and the North Dakota
Rural Leadership Council to enhance their
members’ long-term leadership training.

The MARL program 13 so far has focused
on communication skills, including how
to run ameeting, how to determine one’s
leadership style and how to communicate
that style to a variety of people who are
of different ages and who are in positions
of leadership or who work under leaders,
Samuelson said.

Samuelson participates in
Minnesota Agriculture and
Rural Leadership By Ann Bailey

Rural Leadership

Minnesota Agriculture &amp; Rural Leadership visited the capitol in St. Paul.
Courtesy / MARL

Eric Samuelson
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Future MARL topics that will be covered include conflict
resolution. The MARL programwill conclude with international
travel to rural businesses in March 2026.

Besides the leadership skills that Samuelson’s class learned,
his group traveled to Austin, Minnesota, to tour Hormel Foods,
Warroad, Minnesota, to tour Marvin Windows and Doors, and
Roseau, Minnesota, to tour a grass seed farm.

During the tours to those towns, the MARLmembers talked to city
leaders about the issues facing them , which included a shortage
of childcare and difficulty finding workers. Samuelson and his
MARL class members also toured the Minnesota State Capitol in
St. Paul, where they met with legislators.

It’s important for members of agricultural organizations,
such as Northarvest Bean Growers Association, to be able to
communicate their messages to legislators, Samuelson said.

“We need these leadership skills so we can do these types of
things effectively," he said.

The Minnesota and North Dakota programs alternate application
periods, which works well for Northarvest Bean Growers
Association, Coulter said.

This year, Rudy Dotzenrod, a grower fromWyndmere, North
Dakota, is applying for the North Dakota Rural Leadership Council.
Rural Leadership North Dakota, according to its website, is an
18-month leadership development program offered through NDSU
Extension. The program is for active and inexperienced leaders
and features a mix of personal development, leadership study and
location-related subject matter.

“We will always have a farmer leader participating in the two
programs,” Coulter said. “I am very proud of our farmer-leaders for
the commitment they are making to enroll in these two-year
professional programs. I would encourage all rural businesses to
participate in the rural leadership program to establish a great
professional board of directors or a staff member.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Minnesota Agriculture and Rural Leadership program 13
members participated in packingmeals — including pinto beans
— at The Food Group in New Hope, Minnesota. Courtesy / MARL
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“Central Valley Bean is committed to
meeting grower needs while providing

a return on their investment.”



The 2025 Getting it Right Dry Bean
Production Series offers seven videos
with North Dakota State University
Extension researchers explaining the
latest in research and best practices in
dry bean production.

Getting It Right is an annual crop
production conference
featuring the latest
research-based production
information presented by
NDSU specialists. The dry
bean series is sponsored
by Northarvest Bean
Growers Association.

This year's videos, recorded
on Feb. 10, 2025, feature
information on dry bean
diseases, white mold, weed
control, insect control, bean
markets, bean varieties, and
on NBGA activities.

The videos are available on the
Carrington Research Extension
Center's YouTube channel. Find the playlist
at bit.ly/2025GettingItRight.Watching the
videoswill give you the best information for
managing your crops, but the following are
highlights from each video.

Dry bean diseases update:
Rust, SCN, andmore
Sam Markell, plant pathologist at NDSU,
shared what researchers have learned
over the years about three potentially
devastating dry bean diseases: rust,
soybean cyst nematodes and common
bacterial blight.

Rust causes cinnamon brown pustules
with yellow halos on beans. It causes
defoliation and can reduce yields
significantly. It needs free moisture — rain,
fog or dew — and spots often develop in
the middle of the canopy.

Crop rotation can help control rust,
Markell said, but not as much as for other
dry bean diseases. Genetic resistance
can be helpful, and ND Falcon has shown
moderate resistance to rust. Proper
fungicide timing works best, and "you're
going to knock it down" if you spray
within a week or two of a wet period,

Markell said.

Soybean cyst nematodes are
microscopic worms that feast
on roots of plants as juveniles.
Females form "cysts" on roots
that are visible to the naked
eye and stand out for their
lemon shape and cream color.

The females eventually will
die and turn brown, filled with
eggs that will get knocked
into the soil. SCN can go
through several life cycles
in the course of a growing
season. The eggs can
overwinter, leaving future
susceptible crops grown in

the soil at risk of infection. The cysts also
are easily moved when soil is moved, on
equipment, in water and by people.

Getting it Right Dry Bean Production Series
offers the latest in bean research By Jenny Schlecht

Getting it Right

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Rust is a major problem in dry beans. SamMarkell / North Dakota
State University
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While SCNare devastating to soybeans,
which showno resistance to the nematodes,
Markell saidmost varieties of dry edible
beans have been shown to bemoderately
resistant ormoderately susceptible to SCN.
But SCNstill can hit yields and also are
highly invasive, so it’s important towork on
controlling SCN.

Sampling soil remains an important tool in
SCNmanagement,with focus onplaces like
field entrances and shelter belts. Markell
said crop rotation is “very helpful” in reducing
SCN. SinceSCNonly impacts soybeans and
dry beans, rotating to other crops is vital. He
said seed treatments for dry beanswill be
evaluated in the coming years.

But choosing less susceptible varieties of dry
beans to plant onfieldswith SCNproblems is
a viablemanagement option.Most varieties
of dry beans are less susceptible than
soybeans, butNDFalcon has been shown to
bemoderately resistant, andMarkell expects
more resistant varitieswill be developed.

Of the three diseasesMarkell discussed,
commonbacterial blightwas the one
with the least goodnews in termsof
management options.

“This is really a beast,” he said.

Research has foundno statistical difference
between treating andnot treating beans
for commonbacterial blight. However, a
glimmer of goodnewsonCBBmanagement
is that somedry bean varieties are showing
some resistance toCBB, includingRodeo
andFalcon in pintos, Twilight in black beans,
andPolar, Blizzard andT9905 in navies.
Resistancemaybe the key, andMarkell said
NDSUbeanbreeder JuanOsorno andhis
teamcontinue to look at it.

“Over time, I think this is going tomake abig
difference,” Markell said.

Improving themanagement ofwhite
mold in dry beans
Whitemold continues to plaguedry beans,
andpart of the problem remains that figuring
out how to optimize fungicide timing,Michael
Wunsch, research plant pathologist at the
NorthDakota StateUniversity Carrington
ResearchExtensionCenter, said.

Wunsch saidfiguring out the proper timing
for fungicide application is difficult in part
because not every day is a goodday for
spraying or field entry.

When determining fungicide timing,
Wusch said it’s important first to consider
whether conditions are favorable for
formation of whitemold — typically hot and
wet conditions.

“If conditions do not favor whitemold as dry
beans enter bloom, applications should be
delayed until weather becomes favorable for
whitemold,” he said.

But then the question becomeswhen to
spray when the conditions are favorable for
whitemold — and howmany times to spray.

Wunsch and his fellow researchers have
looked at timing and interval spacing of
fungicide spraying in pinto, kidney, navy and
black beans and formed some hypotheses
about what combination of spray intervals
yields the best results.

An important thing to remember with white
mold is that spraying early, before a plant
hasmany pin pods, will not domuch to
prevent the spread of whitemold, because
the fungicide does not transfer to new
growth. However, waiting too long risks the
whitemold infecting toomuch of the plant.

Sprayingmore than once can help alleviate
some of that, with earlier applications
taking care of early infection and later
applications protecting new growth. But
the timing of those sprays still is hard
to determine, and farmers will need to
determinewhether the cost of application
is worth the yield bumpwithmultiple
applications.Wunsch said it’s important
to read labels; some less expensive
fungicides do allow for use inmore than one
application, which canmake the return on

investment ofmultiple applicationswork out
more easily.

Early results suggest that spraying pinto
beans 12 days apartwhendoing two
applications or 10 days apartwhen applying
three applications provides better protection
and thus a bigger yield bump. Similarly,
spraying twoapplications 7 days apart in
kidney beans and three applications 10 days
apart are recommended.

Wunsch saidmore years of study are needed
to confirm the results, but the preliminary
results, combinedwith anecdotal evidence
from farmers, suggest that three fungicide
applicationsmight be the bestway to combat
whitemoldwith fungicide.

Weedcontrol update
Joe Ikley, NorthDakota StateUniversity
Extensionweed specialist, presented
information aboutwater hempcontrol,
potential injuries fromgroup 15 herbicides,
the effects of land rolling onweeds, and
desiccation options.

Researchers have studiedways to provide
season-longwater hempcontrol and found
somemethods that yielded 100%control,
Ikley said. They used anEptamplus Sonalan
mix pre-planting incorporatedmethod as
the base for control, then tested different
herbicides at different times.

"Wherewedid get up to 100%control is,
wedid haveReflex in the tank that did help
us clean up those groupor thewater hemp
there," he said.

Thenhe talked about the injury potential
fromgroup 15 herbicides.

"That one to three trifoliate range iswherewe
weare trying to get this group 15 herbicide
on," he said. "Again that'smainly to help us
withmore residual herbicide throughout
the season. So certainlywould help out
withwater hempandcould also help out
with things like some late emerging fox tail,
as those becomemore difficult to control
in crop."

In trying numerous group 15 herbicides,
researchers did not see significant problems
in the plants.While therewas some injury
seen aweek after treatment, the beans
"outgrew that injury" by twoweeks after
treatment, Ikley said. Yield differences also
weren't significant, and thefieldswere
maintainedweed-free for theseason,hesaid.
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While white mold can affect yield in
soybeans, it can be amajor quality issue
in dry edible beans, along with causing
a yield hit. The white mold can cause
fuzzy or flaky beans, as in these pinto
beans grown at the Carrington Research
Extension Center. Photo taken Aug. 27,
2024.Jenny Schlecht / Agweek
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"By and largewedid not see awhole lot of
injury last year," he said.

Researchers also have looked atweed
pressures after land rolling. Rolling in
someplaces did increaseweedpressures.
But preliminary conclusions from the
weed rolling project overall suggest that
rolling stimulatesweedemergence,
which allowsmoreweeds to get killed by a
residual herbicide.

“We’re seeing anoverall benefit to reducing
ourweed seedbank by rolling,” Ikley said.

In addition, he said the project also showed
the importance of an emergenceherbicide,
particularly if you roll.

“If you’re going to roll, get that residual down
and it’s going to helpwith ourweed control,”
Ikley said.

He also focusedondesiccation trials
conducted in recent years. Reviton, though
currently not labeled for desiccation, has
been shown in trials to be as effective as
Sharpenwithout as long of residual effects,
which canbecome importantwhen following

desiccated dry beanswith a sensitive crop
like sugarbeets. Reviton could be labeled by
desiccation season in 2025, Ikley said.

He also said Sharpen canbeused at a 1 ounce
rate versus 2 ounces, unlessweedcontrol
also is an issue.Meanwhile, Gramoxone
did not appear to be a goodproduct for
desiccation but is beneficial for finishing off
weeds. Defol, thoughnot an herbicide, can be
beneficial for resistancemanagement.

What's BuggingYou inDryEdible
BeanProduction
Janet Knodel, Extension entomologist,
talked about bugproblems in dry beans,
going throughproblemscausedby
wireworms, cutworms, potato leafhoppers,

grasshoppers, and foliage-feeding
caterpillars like the thistlecaterpillar and the
green cloverworm.

Knodelwalked throughhow to identify
each insect, the damage they can cause
andwhen they cause it, and the economic
threshold of each. She touted tools from
theCropProtectionNetwork, available at
cropprotectionnetwork.org/tools, for
training your eye ondefoliation levels.

Knodel also introduced three insects of
which dry bean growers inNorthDakota
should be aware. Thebean leaf beetle eats
foliage andevenpods of beans, she said. The
soybean gallmidge,which has been found
inMinnesota and in far southeasternNorth
Dakota, seems to prefer soybeans to dry
beans but has been found in dry beanfields.
And theJapanese beetle is an emerging
threat to dry beans, she said. Themetallic
greenbeetlewith coppery brownwing covers
causes defoliation on trees, ornamentals,
soybeans, dry beans and corn.While it has
been found in traps inmultipleNorthDakota
counties, includingmany along Interstate 94,
the greatest number bymore than 100 times
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Water hemp Courtesy / Iowa State University
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NDSU Dry Beans

Competitive
agronomic
performance
• High yield
• Improved disease

resistance
• Upright

architecture
• Uniform dry down

Other varieties available:
• ND Whitetail White Kidney Bean
• ND Falcon Pinto Bean
• ND Pegasus Great Northern Bean
• ND Twilight Black Bean
• ND Palomino Slow Darkening Pinto Bean
• Eclipse Black Bean
• Rosie Light Red Kidney Bean
• Talon Dark Red Kidney Bean

NEW VARIETIES:
• ND Rodeo Slow Darkening Pinto Bean
• ND Rosalind Pink Bean
• ND Redbarn Dark Red Kidney Bean
• ND Polar Navy Bean

Foundation Seed: 701-231-8168 or joyana.baumann@ndsu.edu
Registered/Certified Seed: 701-231-5400 or www.seed.nd.gov/field-seed-directory
ag.ndsu.edu/fss/dry-beans



were found last year in Grand Forks
County, a significant county for dry
bean production.

Knodel said growers should use the North
Dakota Field Crop Insect Management
Guide for information on thresholds,
insecticides andmore.

Dry beanmarket update and
contract considerations

Frayne Olson,
crops economist at
NDSU Extension,
said North Dakota
had amuch better
2024 for dry bean
production than in
2023, with a 48%
increase in total
production. The
U.S. had a 31%
increase in dry bean
production in 2024,

compared to 2023.

North Dakota is the No. 1 producer of pinto
beans, and 2024 was a big rebound year for
pinto production in the state and nationally,

Olson said. As such, the crop refilled the
pipeline needs, he said.

"That's obviously having some impact on
pricing and forward pricing decisions,"
he said.

While 65-75% of U.S. pinto bean
production is used domestically, the rest
of the crop is exported, with Mexico and
the Dominican Republic being the largest
markets. While Mexico is usually the No.
1 customer for U.S. pintos, there can be
instability involved. For instance, in years
where Mexico's own crops are short,
more sales are made into the country.
And Olson said some "yellow flags" have
arisen due to potential trade problems
between the two countries.

Private analyst estimates indicate a
large ending stock of pinto beans going
into the growing season. Pinto contract
prices for old crop right now are about in
the middle of recent years' prices, Olson
said, and he expects price movements to
come if there are planting problems or
concerns about the size of the 2025 crop.

Navy beans, of which North Dakota is
typically the No. 2 or No. 3 producer in

the U.S., had an opposite past year, with
small production nationally and larger
exports, leaving private analyst estimates
of small ending stocks. Olson said 50-
65% of navies are used domestically, with
the rest exported, largely to the United
Kingdom, Italy and Canada, though
Mexico also is often a large buyer. Italy
last year bought more than was usual.
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Grasshoppers are among the noteworthy
pests for dry edible beans. Jenny Schlecht
/ Agweek

Frayne Olson
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But like pinto beans, Olson said
navies could be facing tariff
and trade issues, with rumors
or potential tariffs on the
European Union and resulting
retaliatory tariffs.

And also like pinto beans, Olson
doesn't expect much market
movement for navies until the
growing season.

At the time of the webinar,
Olson hadn't heard any "real
good quotes" for pinto or navy
bean new crop pricing. But he
said he wouldn't be surprised
if pinto prices stay near where
they are or drop a little, which
could lead to "slight slippage
in acreage." The navy bean
market may be a little more
aggressive to hold or increase
acreage, though, given
estimates of tight supplies.
A lot of that will be driven
by the No. 1 navy growing
area, Michigan.

Variety trials recap: How to
use them?
Ana Carcedo, NDSU Extension
agronomist, recapped NDSU's
dry edible bean variety trials
and how to use them. Carcedo
said it's important for NDSU
research to use repetition
and experimental design to
ensure data reliability for
variety development.

"We have some varieties that
are always down, that probably
we shouldn't choose, and
we have some varieties that
behave better in most of the
years," Carcedo said. "Check
your site, and then the second
thing, check if you have more
than one year of data."

Carcedo introduced NDSU's
newest black bean variety, ND
Galaxy, during the webinar.

"It's not easy to release a
variety, and it's a lot of work
until you find the right line that
you want to promote, and then

once you find it, it's not OK to
just release it," she said. "It's
been tested from 2017 to 2024
across 24 environments."

She said in terms of yields,
Galaxy is close to other NDSU
black bean varieties Eclipse
and Blacktails.

"Comparing with the previous
NDSU black bean varieties,
it no longer has that purpling
problem," she said. "And then
when we're talking about
canning quality, it will be
similar to Eclipse."

However there is one thing that
separates the new NDSU black
bean variety compared to any
other variety on the market,
Carcedo said.

"It has way better behavior
when we're talking about
common bacteria blight,"
she said.

Northarvest Bean Growers
Association update
Mitch Coulter, executive
director of Northarvest Bean
Growers Association, gave a
brief update on NBGA activities.
That includes advocating for a
bean purchase program in the
farm bill that "would equate to
$650million over five years in
bean purchases."

"So it's pretty critical to our
industry," he said.

The organization also is
advocating for $10 million to
supplement dry edible bean
research in the region.

"And of course, that would
boost North Dakota State
University, the University of

Minnesota," he said. "We'd
really love to get those dollars
back to our region, so, you
know, again, if you're talking to
your legislators let them know
about these two programs."

Coulter talked about the big
win the bean industry got
in the dietary guidelines,
where dry edible beans went
from 1 1/2 cups to 2 1/2 cups
recommended per person per
week, which will provide more
opportunities for government
sales into school lunches,
military feeding programs, and
adult food care programs.

He also talked about the
NBGA Seed to Stovetop
project and Juan Osorno's
bean breeding program at
NDSU and its wintering sites,
as well as upcoming events
like the "Bean there, cooked
that" webinar series on dry
bean nutrition.

(Reporter Noah Fish
contributed to this article.)
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North Dakota State University's new ND Galaxy variety of black
beans appears to be a solid new addition, partly because of its
resistance to common bacterial blight. Courtesy / NDSU
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Back at home, NDSU Extension’s annual
“Getting it Right Dry Bean Production”
seminar took place once again, and
you can read about that along with an
upcoming webinar — “Unpacking the
power of Beans” — which we’re looking
forward to seeing on May 5. Details on
how to view that are inside.

There’s a whole lot of additional stories
inside, too — educational outreach

efforts, recent research on beans and
iron, and NBGA’s involvement with
the Minnesota Agriculture and Rural
Leadership program, and more.

Before I forget, one last note: I want
to thank two of our growers, Norm
Krause and Josh Ihry, for their service.
They’ve both served the councils and
NBGA growers well, and we appreciate
their efforts. Their terms are up,
but both continue to be Northarvest
Bean Growers.

On behalf of both the Minnesota and North
Dakota councils and Northarvest, I wish
you all a safe, successful spring. Your work
in the fields is the very foundation of our
entire dry bean industry. The world will
always need to keep food in their pantries
and on their kitchen tables. NBGA thanks
you for your continued support. Thank you
for reading.

Eric Jorgenson
Northarvest Bean Growers
Association President

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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An upcoming webinar series produced
in conjunction with Northarvest Bean
Growers Association aims to share valuable
knowledge about dry beans' nutritional
value and their benefits.

The webinar, “Bean There,
Cooked That: Unpacking
the Nutritional Power of Dry
Beans,” will be held May 5,
2025, from 9 a.m. to 10:40
a.m. The webinar will be
recorded over Zoom and
available online afterward.

Ana Carcedo, NDSU
Extension broadleaf
agronomist, developed the
webinar at the request of
Mitch Coulter, Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
executive director.

The series is aimed at
consumers, to give them an
understanding of the work
dry bean farmers do to produce their crops,
the nutritional value and health possibilities
of including more beans in the diet, how to
cook dry beans and how to substitute dry
beans for allergenic ingredients.

The webinar will feature five
20-minute topics:

• One cup a Day keeps the Doctor Away:
Shaundra Ziemann-Bolinskie, NDSU
Extension food systems program

coordinator, will talk about the longevity
benefits of dry beans and their impact
on blue zone populations. Blue zones
are geographic areas with lower rates
of chronic diseases and longer life

expectancy. Diet, fasting and exercises
are factors associated with blue zones.
Italy, Greece, Japan, Costa Rica and
the United States are Blue Zones.

• Bean it toWin It: Nutritious Swaps for
Every Dish: Julie Garden-Robinson,
professor and food and nutrition
specialist at NDSU, and Zieman-
Bolinske will talk about how dry beans
can replace allergenic ingredients
in recipes, including the use of
aquafaba and options in baking.

• The Epic Journey of Your Meal: Carcedo
presents a storytelling presentation
on the journey of food from field to
the table, highlighting implications
for consumers. Carcedo explains the

risks farmers take and the
decisions they have to make
during the growing season.
• Beans of Steel: Boosting
your iron taking
deliciously: Juan Orsono,
NDSU dry bean breeder,
will talk about new
slow-darkening pinto
beans with enhanced
iron content developed
in North Dakota, and
their market debut.

• Safe and Sound:
Mastering the Art of Dry
Bean Cooking: Garden-
Robinson will talk about
important cooking
safety tips, addressing
kidney bean risk, trypsin
indicators and how to
minimize flatulence.

For more information about the webinar
or to register for it, visit https://www.
ndsu.edu/agriculture/academics/events/
bean-there-cooked-unpacking-nutritional-
power-dry-beans or contact Carcedo at
a.carcedo@ndsu.edu or 701-835-5736.
Requests for accommodations related
to disability should bemade to the event
contact person at least two weeks in
advance of the event.

Spread the word about the 'Bean
There, Cooked That' webinar series

Bean There, Cooked That
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CHANGE THE
NATURE OF YOUR
SEED TREATMENTS.
PROTECT DRY BEANS AGAINST SOYBEAN
CYST NEMATODE & SOIL-DWELLING INSECTS.

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT
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BIOST® Nematicide 100 seed treatment from Albaugh delivers the power

of nature for strong plant response and returns. With proven effectiveness

on dry beans, you’ll get improved root health and broad-spectrum protection
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